
 
Ed Walker and the White House Tour 
 
Former Columbia Lighthouse for the Blind board member Ed Walker was approached a 

couple of months ago and asked if he would record an audio tour of the White House for 

those with visual disabilities or just folks who would rather listen to a description while 

they took the tour. As many readers know, Ed has been blind since birth and has narrated 

many tours and exhibits over the years including some at our national parks. For years Ed 

used Braille scripts for tasks such as this and for recording radio commercials, etc.  

 

Unfortunately, a couple of winters ago, Ed in an effort to find the local newspaper on his 

front lawn fell into a snow bank and before someone spotted him, he had damaged his 

fingertips. Anyone familiar with Braille knows that sensitive fingertips are essential for 

reading Braille pages. Since that incident, Ed has been unable to regain that sensitivity. 

So, when asked to record the White House tour, he turned to an option which involved 

someone reading the script into his earphones. Ed then repeated each sentence into the 

microphone. In any event he finished the audio tour in grand fashion.  

 

After all of that effort, as they were about to release his audio tour to the public and 

White House guests, guess what? Due to the sequester, the White House announced that 

they were discontinuing the regular White House tours due to budget restrictions. 

 

Most of us are confident that the tours will begin again and guests will be able to listen to 

Ed as he describes each feature as the tour winds its way through the White House. If you 

haven’t been on a White House tour, you are guaranteed to enjoy it.  
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